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There are several institutions of higher learning in and around Ash-

bury. Although many of the skills taught at these schools can be learned

elsewhere, (particularly from local guilds) the institutions listed below

often have specialized libraries, artifacts, or expertise which may be of

interest. Most of these schools welcome visitors, and a trip to any of

them is a rewarding experience.

Some of the Icenian schools discussed below are currently under

reconstruction. Check with the particular school to find out whether it is

ready to handle visitors, prospective students, or public queries.

The Bardic College

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 300

Location: Freehold of College, city of Ashbury

School Colors: Maroon, black, and silver

Motto: Scientia corda honore accendat.

Interesting Fact: Each fall, students in the Bardic College break

into two groups; half dress like the gargoyles that adorn the school, and

half like the faculty of the college. The two groups stage a mock battle

on the main quadrangle of the school. The losing group must pay for a

gigantic feast for the winners.

This is perhaps the premiere school in Ashbury. Created in 431

under a Royal grant, the College flourishes today in the freehold named

after it. The gigantic stone architecture of the campus rises majestically

above everything else in the area, earning the school its nickname, the

“City of Gargoyles.” Visitors to the campus can enjoy tours of the com-

plicated structure, as well as live performances of music and poetry in

the Harmosium daily.

The Bardic College was originally envisioned as a school of the

humanities that would train performers to learn, record, and disseminate

local and foreign history. The school currently offers degrees in Rheto-

ric and Poetics, Literature and Languages, History, Music, Art, and Phi-

losophy. Further, the College teaches skills beyond academics that prove

invaluable; its students are known to be honorable, confident, capable

...and extremely loyal to their school.

The standards of this College are extremely high, and many of their

graduates go on to fill high positions in Royal, Ducal and Baronial courts

or in local guilds and businesses.

Traditionally, earning a degree from the Bardic College required

that the student be in residence at the College for four years; during this

residency, students were expected to spend all of their time studying or

participating in campus activities.

Beginning in the Spring of 600, however, the College began ac-

cepting a few applications from students at large. These students are

chosen according to merit, and are responsible for finishing a number of

assignments and tasks appropriate to their area of expertise over the

course of their two-year study, after which they are awarded a full de-

gree. As in the past, the College will provide assiduous assistance in

furthering the careers of its new alumnae.

Interested candidates in the Ashbury area should contact Regent

Kirsten in care of the Bardic College to discuss the application process.

Each prospective student will be required to submit an application packet

and a letter of recommendation. After the College has reviewed these

materials, applicants may be asked to interview with a Regent before

admission.

The University of Arcane Theory

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 100

Location:  Vornithalin, Ash Forest

School Colors: Teal and purple

Motto: Arcanum gratia arcani.

Interesting fact: The UAT (pronounced “what”) has several fantas-

tic rowing teams. Visitors can often see them practicing on the small

lake near the school. A local holiday is centered around the UAT’s row-

ing competition held in the early spring.

This is the Icenian academy of magic, housed in a series of small

white buildings dominated by a larger white tower. Although the school’s

requirements are rigorous — most students spend about seven years

getting their degree — the UAT has a pleasant and fun atmosphere. The

professors and students are jovial and even silly; visitors often get the

pleasure of seeing them try out ridiculous new spells on the school’s

front lawn.

The University specializes in two main areas: the research and cre-

ation of new spells and rituals, and the investigation and understanding

of the relationship between magic and the physical world. Although stu-

dents and faculty at the UAT are glad to share their knowledge, most

laymen (and many accomplished spellcasters) find them completely in-

comprehensible. In fact, most graduates of the UAT find themselves hard

pressed to survive in ‘the real world’ because they have been trained to

think at such a high level of abstraction, and, as the old saying goes, they

seem “not to have the sense to come in out of the rain.”

The Academy of Law and Social Science

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 20

Location:  Aberwyvern, Nordenn

School Colors: Yellow and white

Motto: Justice must be tempered with understanding.

Interesting Fact: Two years ago, students defaced the motto carved

above the school’s main entrance, changing it to read, “Justice must be

tempered with money.” Although the school immediately fixed the motto

and suspended the perpetrators, faculty showed they had a sense of hu-

mor by adding a money pouch onto the statue of Justice that stands in

the school’s courtyard.

Most people know nothing of this Academy, and that’s just the way

the Academy likes it. In general, those in the Law branch of the Acad-

emy commit themselves to studying the theory of law and the ways the

practice of law tends to deviate from it.

Their heady philosophical bent makes them all but useless to any-

one who has not studied law for years; their commitment to discussing

the problems with the law makes them a constant irritation to anyone

who has studied the law for years. Much of the faculty and many of the

students used to work for the government, but were unhappy and wound

up here instead.

From time to time those in the Law department come in handy, for



its denizens are some of the only people who understand the more com-

plex laws of the realm. They are happy to work with citizens, lawyers,

and governmental officials alike to unravel the facets of overwhelm-

ingly difficult cases. Their fees are exorbitant, though, and so this re-

source usually goes untapped.

The Social Scientists at this school primarily study the way cul-

tures and laws interact. They often have a stunning amount of informa-

tion about the various races, but their narrow focus leaves something to

be desired. It’s often easier to get cultural information from a member of

the race than from these scholars! Many people come to the school to

learn the methodology of social science before moving on to other en-

deavors.

The Icenian Institute of Archaeology

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 40

Location:  Homrik’s Pass, Nordenn

Motto: Res magistri optimi sunt.

Interesting Fact: The buildings of the IIA are slightly sunken be-

cause they were built on the site of a completed archaeological dig of an

ancient Icenian school.

The IIA is more like a museum with an extremely large staff than a

school. They do not generally enroll students; instead, those wishing to

learn about archaeology can sign up to work on one of their ongoing

digs. These commitments usually last for six months to a year.

The exhibit hall of the IIA always has an impressive display touting

the Institute’s latest acquisitions; this display is open to the public. Their

extensive collection of artifacts, however, can only be examined by non-

IIA members with special dispensation from the IIA Board of Directors.

Members of the IIA are generally friendly and helpful, but beware

taking your own artifact to them for examination — it may just disap-

pear into the collections before you know what hit you!

The Lord Britmore School of Alchemical Studies

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 30

Location: Freehold of Safehaven, Ashbury

Motto: Dedicated to the noble pursuit of alchemical studies.

Interesting Fact: The LBAS runs a bed and breakfast in Safehaven

called “Lead and Gold”; most important alchemists refuse to stay any-

where else when travelling through Safehaven.

This school resides in a series of charming brick manor houses in

the freehold of Safehaven. Don’t let the cozy exterior fool you, though:

the lovely buildings hold the most extensive series of laboratories in

Ashbury, filled with bizarre equipment and even stranger people. The

School is noted for its work in finding antidotes to new toxins, and is

famous for saving the life of King Frederick in 438.

Scholars there are always happy to discuss new toxins and anti-

dotes with the public, (and will often pay for detailed and accurate infor-

mation.)

The school is sometimes willing to make specialized alchemical

equipment to order, as long as the inventor of the equipment is willing to

allow the school to use it as well.

Adriana’s School for Young Ladies

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): 15

Location:  Greystone, Blythedale

Interesting Fact: Adriana’s sits amidst a huge apple orchard; her

apples are said to have medicinal qualities.

Adriana’s sprawling country mansion houses a little school to which

the elite sometimes sends its eldest daughters. Adriana teaches these

girls how to manage a household, how to play an instrument, how to

ride sidesaddle, how to appear in society, and how to throw a damn fine

(although damn refined) party — in short, all the things that make a

young woman marriageable.

The Sno’Quaalmy Institute for Governmental Training

Size (includes faculty, staff, and students): unknown

Location:  South Point, Ash Forest

Interesting Fact: Government officials refer to this school as “the

rabbit warren.”

The Sno’Quaalmy Institute is said to be named for its founder, al-

though no one seems to know who he is or what he did. This large

compound sits forebodingly atop a hill. It is heavily guarded, and visi-

tors are not welcome.

Public news releases say that the school “trains the men and women

who keep the commoners safe,” but no one really knows what goes on

here.


